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River Currents
LRCA & LVC Art & Antique Market
 The LRCA & LVC are sponsoring an Art & Antique Market on Saturday August 22, 2009 from 9AM to 4PM on 
the grounds of the Silkman House.  Everyone has some items around the house that they may no longer want to possess.  
Donate them and help the LRCA & LVC at the same time.  By donating items that you no longer want or need, they can 
be recycled and purchased by people who find them useful or desirable.  At the same time, we can spend time together 
doing the sale and raising funds for the Silkman House Restoration Campaign. 
 Remember, just about everything has some value to it.  Maybe the value of your old things is no longer very high 
in your eyes, but that doesnôt mean they arenôt a treasure to someone else.
 To have a successful fund-raising event, we need pro-active participation from our members and the community.   
We will need help as follows:

1. We need goods to sell.  Quality merchandise - fine art, furniture, china, appliances, rugs, dishes, silverware, 
pottery, lamps, books, tools, jewelry, glassware, etc.

2. We need volunteers to help listing and pricing the goods.  At a group sale, it is much better to have items 
ñtaggedò in order to be uniform and fair.  Pricing and sorting need to be done before sale day.  Volunteer a few 
hours to help us prepare for a successful event. 

3. We need volunteers to help selling at the sale.  There will be a lot of merchandise to arrange and display, tables 
to set up, and customers to assist.  Please arrive before start of sale.  Even if you canôt stay the whole day, we 
could use any time you can give to help us on this event day.  Let us know in advance with the time you can 
volunteer on this day.  Donations of paper or plastic bags and tables and/or tarps are welcome. 

4. We need plenty of volunteers to help setting up (6AM) and taking down on sale day (4PM). 

 Come and browse and make a purchase!  Your contribution will make this an exciting, fun, and successful event!  
Donations of merchandise for the sale can be brought to the Silkman House, 2006 N. Main Avenue, 11AM to 4:30PM 
Monday through Friday from now until August 19, 2009.  Please call either 347-6311 (Bernie or Barb) or 586-6366 
(Mike) before bringing your donation to the Silkman House.

Own a piece of working history....Silkman House, circa 1840.
 We invite you to preserve a portion of the historic Silkman House.  You now have a 
unique opportunity to join with the LRCA (Lackawanna River Corridor Association) and 
LVC (Lackawanna Valley Conservancy) to preserve and restore an irreplaceable part of 
our communityôs heritage.  Your pledge will grant you naming rights to one of the many 
rooms or features of the building and grounds.  In addition a plaque recognizing your 
contribution will be placed in the room or feature of your selection.  You will also receive 
a framed certificate documenting your participation in the Silkman House Restoration 
Campaign.
 Stop by to view the rooms, architectural features and landscape elements that are 
available for your selection.  A printed brochure is available with the history of the 
Silkman House and descriptions of the rooms and grounds that need your help to be 
restored in reference to its place in history.  Silkman House, 2006 N. Main Ave., 
Scranton, PA 18508.  570.347.6311
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LRCAôs mission is to involve citizens of our watershed with
conservation and stewardship of the River, its tributaries and 
water resources.  Five goals define our mission: clean up the 
River environment; aid in the development of the 40-mile 
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail; advocate for the conserva-
tion of open space and natural habitat throughout the watershed;
create partnerships among government, businesses and
community groups promoting conservation and recreation; 
develop partnerships with schools, universities, and the general 
public to promote environmental and conservation education to 
better understand our relationship with the local environment.

Executive Directorôs Notes
 It is mid July, summer 2009 is well underway.  I guess its summer.  Itôs the coolest, dampest, grayest summer 
that I can recall in many a year along the Lackawanna.  Climate change anyone? 
 The fishing however is reported to be good.  The paddling opportunities have been superb.  The constant 
drenching of one low-pressure system after another in an unbroken succession going back to April has given the 
Lackawanna a constant navigable flow well into this summer.
 Iôve gotten a lot of inquiries about various aspects of paddling the Lackawanna over the years.  So Iôll take this 
opportunity to put most of what I know about access sites and paddling conditions into a brief summary. 
 If youôd like to paddle the Lackawanna, we recommend checking the USGS River Gage station at Archbald.  
You can reach it from your computer by going to www.lrca.org and clicking on River conditions and River gages.  If the 
Archbald gage reads between 2.4 and 3.0 feet paddling will be fantastic.
 When the Archbald gage reads above 3.0 ft. to 4.0 ft., you better know how to handle Whitewater.  If itôs above 
4.0 feet you better have your estate planning completed and you better really know what you are doing.  Itôs more than 
fun; itôs a real rush! 
 The Lackawanna is still navigable at lower water levels from 2.4 down to 2.0 feet, you can still paddle but youôll 
be getting out to portage off shallow riffles more often than youôd like.  The Lackawanna is a bit more navigable with 
canoes an kayaks down through Scranton to Old Forge at lower levels than it is in the Mid ïValley.

 Here are a couple of comments on put-in and take-out sites and general comments on the rivers characteristics 
for paddlers:
 There is a Fish and Boat Commission boat ramp at Stillwater Dam for paddling on Stillwater Lake at Route 171 
in Uniondale.
 The upper Lackawanna, from Forest City down to Carbondale is most suitable for kayak, less so for canoe.  I 
wonôt recommend any put-inôs, Iôll recommend exploring the Upper Lackawanna on bicycle along the D&H and O&W 
rail trails.  There are a variety of put-inôs and itôs best to scout them out for yourself.  There is a low head dam at the 
upper end of Forest City that should be portaged.  There is a split in the river channel and a double waterfall around a 
house size outcrop of rock in Simpson along the D&H Rail Trail.
 Again I think that put-in sites from Simpson through Carbondale and Mayfield are there if you scout them out.  
The Carbondale reach of the river is also more suitable for kayaks when the Archbald gage is above 2.5 feet.  The flood 
control channel in Mayfield is not navigable; you must portage around it for a quarter mile.
 For canoes and kayaks and paddlers with modest to very good skills and experience, the Lackawanna is a real 
challenge and a lot of fun from Jermyn to Old Forge when it is between 2.5 and 3.0 feet.  There are additional challenges 
in the Old Forge and Duryea reaches of the river, as Iôll discuss further.
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 There are several good put-in sites in Jermyn.  Maslyar 
Park on Laurel Street in Archbald and Sarah Bratty Park 
in the Winton Section of Jessup are good sites for put-in or 
take-out.  Also Mellow Park has great river access, but there 
are no gravel bars, so as a put-in site, Mellow is manageable 
but problematic.  Down stream from Mellow Park, there is 
a good physical put-in by the High Rise where Tinklepaugh 
Creek flows into the river. 
 The next good put-in is behind the Rite Aid by the 
Anchor at Blakely Corners and the Lackawanna Avenue 
Bridge to Olyphant.
 There is a great put-in at Elm Street off Boulevard 
Avenue in Dickson City.  In Scranton the good put-ins are 
at Welles Street of Main Avenue about ı mile north 
of Parker Street.  There is a big gravel beach under the 
Sanderson Avenue Bridge in the Plot.  The LRCA has 
requested that the Corps of Engineers install a ramp up and 
over the levee at the Albright Avenue Bridge.  Until the levee 

project is completed, I donôt recommend launching in the construction area.
 If youôre paddling and just want to beach and hang out for a bit, the very best gravel beach in the city of 
Scranton is a spot we call Sweeneyôs Beach its on the east side of the river in Pine Brook just about a quarter mile down 
stream of the Poplar Street Bridge.  Itôs across the river from the Farmerôs Market and below Chick Feldman Field and 
the Pine Brook Playground at Green Place and the dead end of Sanderson Avenue.
 Our Canoe -A-Thon-RiverFest landing beach at the Olive Street Bridge is a really good put-in and take-out site 
since there is good access over the levee to the street and plenty of near by parking.
 From Olive Street to Southside, the river drops through the downtown Scranton Canyon. Access is problematic; 
there are some small gravel beaches or point bars, a home less tent camp on the city side and the under-construction 
Downtown River trail on the west side.  There are a couple of ramps down to the river from the back of the William 
Schmidt Recreation Complex, a/k/a the South Side Complex by the Hickory Street/Broadway Street Bridge.  There is a 
passable take-out at Stafford Meadow Brook off South Washington Avenue by the flood control pump house below the 
back of Mr. Zôs market. 
 The next put-in/take-out is at Depot Street in Taylor along the soon to be developed CNJ rail trail section of the 
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail.  This Taylor site is right where Keyser Creek flows into the Lackawanna.  From Taylor 
to Old Forge the river flows in the Old Forge Canyon.  This interesting reach of the Lackawanna is somewhat remote.  
The river is separated from the residential and commercial neighborhoods of Old Forge and Moosic by active railroad 
corridors, rock ledges, cliffs and abandoned coal mine lands.  The river is shaded by overhanging trees and the view up 
towards the rock escarpments is timeless.  There are nice long pools and easy riffles, which make for great laid-back 
paddling.  The next good take out-site is at the upper end of the Panel Prints property off Moosic Road. 
 There are a couple of gravel bars that will work for put-in or take-out along the river levee in Moosic.  There is 
one near the little league field off Minooka Avenue and another at the confluence of Spring Brook off Minooka Ave. and 
Crippen Street.
 On the Old Forge side there is a very large gravel bar upstream of Bridge Street.  It is on the Lehigh Electric 
ñSuperfundò Site and access to the street is problematic.  This is the last put-in/take-out before the Old Forge rapids.  
This half-mile reach of the river runs from Lonesome Road under the Bridge Street, Reading &Northern RR and Main 
Street Bridges.  From Main Street to Union Street there are more large rock ledges and rapids.  This reach of river is very 
dangerous.  I donôt recommend running this reach unless you have a high level of paddling skill and lots of class four 
white water experiences.  Scouting this reach is recommended for anyone who would run it.
 I ran this reach last year with a couple of friends who are skilled paddlers.  The river was about 2.3 feet at the 
Archbald gage.  It took nearly an hour to run this reach with many groundings and portages.  When the river is up 
towards 3 feet, these ledges and rapids are navigable; but, again, youôll need a VERY high skill level.  A portage from 
Lonesome Road to Union Street, about a quarter mile, may be the most discretionary course to take at times. 

Executive Director Notes cont. from page 2
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Volunteer with the LRCA & LVC
 The Lackawanna River Corridor Association (LRCA) and the Lackawanna Valley Conservancy (LVC) continue their 
search for volunteers for the many different services that we provide to our Lackawanna River community.  We need 
people with diverse skills, professions, interests and physical abilities.  Our needs are multifaceted: office help, trail care-
takers, property maintenance, river monitoring, river clean-up, conducting educational programs, marketing the LRCA & 
LVC partnership, and much more.  All are welcome to stop by our office at the Silkman House, 2006 N. Main Avenue, 
one block north of Providence Square, to discuss these volunteer activities with the LRCA staff.  Visit www.lrca.org.

 The infamous Old Forge Bore Hole Acid Mine Drainage discharges on the west shore line of the river at the 
Union Street Bridge.  From this point for the next three miles to its confluence with the Susquehanna River at Coxton 
Point the river bed is stained a bright orange with iron oxides and other minerals that precipitate out of the mine 
drainage.  This iron oxide residue will stain any thing that comes into contact with it!
 There is a large gravel beach on the east bank of the river along the flood levees just upstream of the Stevenson 
Street Bridge in Duryea.  This is the best put-in /take-out site in Duryea.  About three quarters of a mile down stream, 
just after you pass the lower end of the Duryea flood levee, the river splits into three channels around Everhart Island.  
The main channel follows the west bank.  A large pile of trees, tree root wads and all kinds of trash and flood debris 
blocks all passages here.  This area needs to be portaged.  Try the middle of the island for a possible portage route to a 
gravel bar point just upstream of the Coxton Road Bridge.  There is a passable take-out spot about 200 feet downstream 
of the Coxton Bridge on the West Bank.
 The next bridge down stream is the Rail Road Bridge at the Reading & Northernôs Coxton Rail Yard at Pittston 
Junction.  Another thousand feet and you will pass the Coxton Point Preserve of the Lackawanna Valley Conservancy 
along the west bank. 
 At Coxton Point youôll pass the confluence where the Lackawanna River flows into the North Branch of the 
Susquehanna River.  Just upstream of Coxton point thereôs a large gravel beach on the east bank of the Susquehanna 
that provides great access to Coxton Point Preserve.
 From Coxton Point, itôs about 250 river miles down to the Chesapeake Bay.  Bon Voyage!

Executive Director Notes cont. from page 3

Upcoming events:
Å  LRCA River Watch
Saturday, September 19.
(Rain date September 26)  Call 570-347-6311 for details.

Å  LRCA ñRiver Bike Raceò
Saturday, September 26.
Get your bike ready!  A unique 20 mile roundtrip bike tour 
of the Lackawanna River and the trails in the watershed.  
More details to follow.
Visit www.lrca.org or call 570-347-6311.

Å  Upcoming events in planning.
Enjoy the beneýts of membership in the LRCA with:  
LRCA sponsored nature walks; guided river walks/
Wildþower walks;  Moosic Mountain hike with
experienced birding guide.

Look for updated 2010 ñTour de Lackawannaò bike
competition information at www.lrca.org or call
570-347-6311.

Need a Place to Hold a Meeting? Consider the Silkman House. 

 The historic Silkman House is available for business and organization meetings, community gatherings, presentations, 
poetry readings, and environmental seminars.  Please stop by to assess the space available at the Silkman House.  The 
location is easy to find and there is plenty of local parking space.
 We welcome all who are interested.  The Silkman House is located at 2006 N. Main Ave., Scranton, PA 18508.  Call 
to arrange a visit 570-347-6311.

Postponed 

ótil 2010
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THE RIVER  MY RIVER

MY river is moving swiftly ,
 swiftly through the trees .
MY river is moving freely ,
 freely among the leaves .
The river MY river is rushing ,
 bending around the hills .

The river
THEIR river is slowing ,
 dying by the mills .

. . . Stephanie Haeþe

Go With the Flow
A Collection of Reþective Poetry That Flowed From Kids

A program funded by a grant from A.R.T.S. Engage.
Supported by Children & Youth Services and Dept. of Arts & Culture and Lackawanna County

The Lingering River

I sit here quietly feeling the frogs jump in me.
the animals drink from me,
And the ýsh swim wildly
As I sit here
under the willow trees that provide my shade.
I listen to the many birds make music
from their chirping.
In the winter I pray for spring to come
to do my job and have the many things I love.
In summer I run rapidly through hills, mountains,
an valleys.
As fall approaches I start to come down again
with everything else.
The frogs leave, the music of the birds is gone,
and the leaves of the willow trees slowly fall to the ground.
I sit here through all of winter.
When I defrost in spring Iôm happy again.

. . . Simone Fricchione

Organizer Becky Kameroski mentioned ñPhotography, poetry, and dance go so beautifully with science and 
history.  Itôs also the best way to teach-   through the sensesò.

On June 19, 2009, the kids experienced the Lackawanna River with Bernie McGurl, Jack McGuigan, Ward Roe, Becky
Kameroski and volunteers.  This was just one day that the kids experienced in this multi-disciplined program.

The project concluded with a printed booklet of poetry, choreographed dance, nature photos, and life in the River.

Enjoy these selections!!!!

I Remember

I remember the waves from the river hitting the sand,

growling and sputtering in the swirling water.

Green slimy rocks making the water turn white.

I remember giant white sycamore trees so high,

giving shade to the river and making the river so cold.

I remember catching tiny pinkish-red crayýsh

in a white net near the shore.

It was a wet, fun day.
. . . DaShawn Ninnick
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